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SARCA 4 KG 

A sliding shank 

The SARCA is an anchor with a sliding shank. We tested this concept in 2001 on the “Arbalète” [“Crossbow”] model provided by Le Pècheur 
d'Antioche. This system is designed to retrieve the anchor if it becomes fouled, from the reverse angle of the pulling direction. Moreover, the 
SARCA features a semi-circle which allows the anchor, in theory, to position itself in the correct attitude. In actual fact, the mechanical 
complexity means that the chain has every chance of jamming itself in the anchor and impeding the holding - this is what happened to us. 

To test this model, we used 10 meters of 8 mm chain and 30 meters of leaded rope. Result: no holding. 

A lot of research and complexity in the design of this anchor, for few results. 

Practical: 
Could be useful, at a pinch, for fishermen who anchor in rocks; the slotted shank should allow the anchor to disengage in the right 
circumstances. 

Not practical: 
A system too complex which has every possibility of jamming the chain. The price. 

<< Photo >> 

During anchoring, the chain slid along the shank. Because of this, the anchor positioned itself vertically on the ground. As a result it offered no 
holding under load. 
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SARCA 4KG 

A sliding shank 

The SARCA is an anchor with a sliding shank. We tested this concept 
in 2001 on the “Arbalète” [“Crossbow”] model provided by Le Pècheur 
d'Antioche. This system is designed to retrieve the anchor if it 
becomes fouled, from the reverse angle of the pulling direction.
Moreover, the SARCA features a semi-circle which allows the anchor, 
in theory, to position itself in the correct attitude. In actual fact, the 
mechanical complexity means that the chain has every chance of
jamming itself in the anchor and impeding the holding - this is what
happened to us. 

To test this model, we used 10 meters of 8 mm chain and 30 meters 
of leaded rope. Result: no holding. 

<< Photo >> 
A lot of research and complexity in the design of this anchor, for few 
results. 

OUR EVALUATION 

Positive: 
•could be useful, at a pinch, for fishermen who anchor in 

rocks; the slotted shank should allow the anchor to 
disengage in the right circumstances. 

Negative: 
•a system too complex which has every possibility of 

jamming the chain 
•the price 

Our opinion: �(one star) 

<< Testing photos >> 

During anchoring, the chain slid along the shank. As a result, the 
anchor positioned itself vertically on the ground (A). No holding under 
load (B). 

You can easily see in the photo on the left the slot in the shank, also 
called the sliding shank. 
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